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M I N U T E S (subject to agreement at the next Council meeting) of a meeting of the Parish Council  held on 10th June 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Councillors Present:  Cllr S Lennon (Chairman) Cllrs J Calam, M Harris, K Fish, R Prince, P Sissons, R Torrington
Also Present: Clerk/RFO, Borough/County Councillor Cheryl Agg, Barbara Pond (GRCC),
6 members of the public

326. To appoint a Vice Chairman
Cllr Prince was proposed, seconded and voted in unanimously as Vice Chairman
327.  To receive apologies
There were no apologies
328.  To receive declarations of interest/requests for dispensation
There were no declarations or requests
329.  To receive and agree the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2025
The Minutes were agreed as a true record
330.  GRCC – Discuss Housing Need Survey and land choices with representative from GRCC
GRCC assert 9 affordable dwellings/5 shared ownership needed in Southam. Consultees had identified land in Southam Lane for development.  GRRC are contacting landowners of land identified by TBC as potential sites.  Southam classed as a rural parish due to population below 3000 threshold.  
GRCC to check how many households were surveyed.  GRCC to check whether actual responses can be shared.  
331.  2025 GAPTC Conference 12th July in Toddington Village Hall – Questions for representatives
Questions to be relayed to Cllr Lennon 
332.  Receive and request reports from the County/Borough Councillors
· Noise monitoring Newlands & Racecourse – ongoing Cllr Agg to check any other licensing applications for the Summer 2025 and find out what noise monitoring will take place.  Newlands particularly rowdy last year.
· Expression of Interest in transfer of TBC assets via devolution – Cllr Agg suggested meeting with parishes would be arranged.  TBC have until November 2025 to submit their proposal for becoming a unitary authority.  
· Evesham Road A435 closure - Update and GCC steps to mitigate congestion.
Cllr Agg has requested traffic lights to be installed at the top of Old Road/B4632 junction due to a high number of complaints
June Report – Southam
Borough and County Council

Enforcement Issue
An enquiry was received regarding a potential planning enforcement matter in Southam. Cllr Nigel Adcock kindly visited the site and has lodged a formal complaint with the Enforcement Team. The matter is now under investigation, and we will report further once updates are available.

Wychwood Festival Sound Concerns
Several residents have raised concerns about music events and noise levels, particularly the intrusive bass vibrations. In response:
• The Wychwood Festival, while noticeable, did at least conclude each evening by 11.00pm, which is appreciated by many.
• Feedback suggests that reducing the bass component of amplified music makes a significant difference to how intrusive the sound is.
• By contrast, a music event at Cheltenham Sports Centre last year continued long after midnight, causing considerable disturbance. Attempts by residents to raise concerns with on-site organisers were reportedly met with hostility, which is unacceptable. This matter has been noted for further scrutiny of event licensing conditions.

Paragliding Activity
Residents have also mentioned early morning activity related to paragliding meetings, with flights starting from around 7:00am and continuing throughout the day. While generally well-managed, this remains on our radar, particularly in terms of early morning disturbance.

Traffic & Road Safety: Southam Lane and B4632 Junction

A resident has provided a detailed account of serious difficulties when attempting to turn right from Southam Lane onto the B4632 during the morning peak. At 8:15am, traffic was queuing up to the junction, and it took 15 minutes to turn right onto the fast-flowing B4632 — only possible due to a kind gesture from another driver. This kind of wait is stressful and dangerous, and it clearly points to a need for intervention.

A suggestion has been made for Highways to introduce a 40mph limit on the B4632 to reduce the risk at this busy junction. I will raise this with Gloucestershire Highways for consideration as part of a wider traffic management review in the area. 

Upcoming Road Diversions and Request for Traffic Management

With traffic into Cheltenham being diverted from Evesham Road onto Southam Lane and B4632, local congestion is worsening — especially at the junction of Old Road and B4632, where right-turning traffic is backing up beyond Ratcliff Lawns.

Residents have rightly asked why temporary traffic lights, similar to those used during Gold Cup Week, can’t be deployed now to manage this overflow. Alternatively, diverting vehicles along Hyde Lane to the A4019 would avoid residential bottlenecks and provide a safer and more manageable route.

I am taking these concerns forward with Gloucestershire Highways, and County Council officers, to explore solutions. 

⸻

333.  Receive Parish Councillor reports
· Festival Meeting Racecourse – Cllr Prince reported attending the meeting and advised that less complaints of antisocial behaviour received, and traffic was well managed
· Village Hall Committee – various events are planned
· Footpaths – ASM6 & 7 landowners have not responded to requests to reinstate, ASM14 needs clearing, ASM25 culvert needs to be cleared and fallen trees to be removed
· CCT – no meeting – dates to be obtained
· Councillor Advocacy Scheme – no meeting
· Cllr Fish reported that she was dealing with complaints and requests re street lights in Desert Orchid Road
· Clerk had attended a meeting with neighbouring parishes to discuss what they might like/not like to get out of devolution – a letter of representation being drafted by Bishops Cleeve parish council
334.  Village Matters
1. War Memorial - scope and volunteers for regular maintenance – Gardening Club to discuss whether they can assist,  Parish Council would provide plants
2. Website – update – work in progress
3. Planning - LEKL update following Planning Inspector's visit Thursday 29th May. Visit took place and report awaited
4. B4632 - Speed data and next steps. – data to be requested next month and Cllr Sissons to liaise with Woodmancote/Prestbury parishes
5. Village Walkabout – update – majority of points are with GCC to resolve, TBC Env. Health are dealing with the open sewer at back of Ellenborough
335.  Adjournment for public participation on items on the agenda (if about another subject residents should write to the clerk (clerk@southam-pc.gov.uk)
· 3 residents reported unacceptable disturbance from noise at Wychwood
· 1 resident asked why GCC had not put a traffic management plan into place for the B4632 whilst planning the A435 closures particularly as closures continue into 2026
· 1 resident requested assistance with publishing Neighbourhood Watch newsletters
· Cllr Fish raised a complaint to GCC about the 2 bollard not replaced at Mill Lane end of estate and the danger caused by reversing vehicles outside new properties
336.  Planning Matters
· Cleeve Hill Golf Club redevelopment – screening opinion – EIA requested
· 25/00393/TPO 3 x Sycamore Trees - remove in total 4 selected branches from trees
· located at the boundary of 2 Bula Way T1 - Cut back 2 X Branches at suitable point, close to Red Line marked on photo T1 T2 - Cut back one branch at suitable point close to "treeKnuckle" marked by Red Line on photo T2 T3 - Cut back one branch at suitable point ,close to Red Line marked on photo T3 2 Bula Way, Prestbury, - No Objection
· Green Orchard – objection due to the overcrowded site.  Dayroom is larger footprint and is capable of being a separate dwelling.  Conditions under last planning appeal still outstanding.  Up to 8 commercial vehicles are on site at any one time. 
337.  Finance & Governance
1.      To approve payments in June – Payments were approved as:
	Office Expenses
	
	51.3

	Administration
	
	419.46

	PAYE
	
	120.92

	Village Hall 
	
	60

	
	
	651.68


Other invoices are anticipated for the newsletter and grasscutting. 
2.      To approve the May bank reconciliation and May budget report 
Total expenditure to end of May £2272.19 income £15345
3.      To consider a proposal of a Civic AWARD £100 – 
AGREED TO PURCHASE A GIFT VOUCHER FOR PRESENTATION TO MR SULLIVAN FOR £100
338.  Parish Survey 2025
Agree questionnaire – It was agreed that the cost of publishing the questionnaire would be considered at the next meeting 
339.  Date of Next Meeting
8th July 2025
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