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M I N U T E S (subject to agreement at the next Council meeting) of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Councillors Present: Cllrs J Calam, R Prince, S Lennon  (Chair), P Sissons, K Fish, plus L Dowie (RFO)
Also Present: 5 members of the public, Cllr C Agg (TBC and GCC), Cllr N Adcock (TBC) and PCSO Trevor May
Amendment to public agenda – Cllr Lennon introduced PCSO Trevor May who was attending to outline the interfaces between the Community and to discuss other matters.  PCSO May provided his contact details ( tel 07816 212441, email trevor.may@gloucestershire.police.uk).
He explained that when he is on a late shift as he was that evening he would often also have to cover Churchdown as well as Tewkesbury and Winchcombe so resources are very stretched. He explained that a number of PCSOs had been made redundant and other had left leaving their numbers depleted.
He advised that he likes to get out and about on foot patrol and talk to residents when he is on  duty as he finds it a useful way of obtaining information. He explained about Community Alerts and provided everyone present with a survey and application form to enable people present to be sign up to receiving them.
PCSO May supplied some incident data for 2025 and 2026 covering Southam village and Noverton area of Southam.
From 04/2025 - 04/2026 269 incidents were reported whch comprised 23 crimes of which 5 of these were detected. In the period 08/2024-04/25 36 crimes had been reported, The most recent figures identified a reduction of 13 reported crimes compared to the previous year which he hoped may be partly impacted on by an increased physical presence and foot patrols.
Cllr Sissons raised the issue of the Councillor Advocacy Scheme and Cllr Calam having received no response to various enquiries.  It was agreed Cllr Sissons would contact PCSO May regarding the scheme and he would enquire whether the scheme was still operating.
  
1. To receive apologies
Apologies were received Cllrs M Harris and R Torrington. 
2.  To receive declarations of interest/requests for dispensation
There were no declarations or requests.
3.  To receive and agree the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February 2026
The minutes were agreed by councillors present as a true record of the meeting.
4. Matters arising not dealt with on the agenda
John Donovan made contact with PCSO Trevor May who was subsequently present at the meeting.
Cllr Lennon confirmed that he had found further information related to previous maintenance of the War Memorial and had shared with Cllr Sissons.



Planning matters 

26/00095/FUL- The Hewletts, Aggs Lane – No objection

26/00145/FUL – Disused Quarry, Cleeve Hill – After the meeting it was agreed that SPC had no objection.

CIL Survey – Cllr Lennon confirmed that Cllr Torrington had summarised the feedback from the survey and this the next steps with this would be discussed later.

Southam Newsletter– Cllr Prince confirmed that there was no minimum print run requirement.

Finance Items – Cllr Lennon confirmed that Liz Dowie (RFO) had been advised of all items approved.

5. To receive reports from the Parish Councillors, SpeedWatch and Neighbourhood Watch
Traffic Data – Bill Motion sent his apologies and no traffic data was available for April’s meeting. Cllr Prince advised that Woodmancote Parish Council have enquired about working together and sharing traffic data from the B4632 which impacts on access roads from Woodmancote. Agreed that this will be followed up with Bill Motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk212576934]Neighbourhood Watch – John Donovan was not able to attend the meeting. However, it was confirmed that information is regulary updated on the Southam Parish Council’s website and information is also circulated via Southam Parish email alerts.

Cleeve Common Trust – Cllrs Torrington and Harris were not present at the meeting but Cllr Torrington had supplied an update regarding the proposed works by National Grid to redirect 7 km of the cabling underground which now looks likely to be shelved based due to costs and the current financial climate.

Councillor Advocacy – Cllr Calam is still awaiting an update and it was agreed under previous agenda item..

Footpath Warden – Cllr Sissons provided updates on the following footpaths:-

ASM25 Bentley Lane - Parishioner mentioned 'upgrade to the drain at the top of Bentley Lane to stop water running down the road". The drain unfortunately got blocked with debris and mud following heavy rain creating a large pool which overflowed onto Bentley Lane and the B4632. This was reported to GCC on 20 January 2026.  The drain has now been cleared and we are working with GCC to find a long term solution so this does not happen again in the next spell of wet weather.

ASN 86 Track off Gravel Pit Lane heading East - Parishioner mentioned a damaged stile/barbed wire and overgrown path. This has been referred to GCC PROW Officer for clarification on the definitive path and to request signage is upgraded.

ASN 90  Cheltenham Circular Walk Noverton to Hewletts Reservoir - Parishioner mentioned gully impassable in wet weather. This is on the boundary of Southam Parish Council and Prestbury Parish Council. Will walk the route to establish which parish council should deal with this.

Village Hall – Cllr Prince confirmed the following:-

10/04/26 – Quiz night – took place and was a great success
17/04/26 – Film Night – film Coral is being shown
18/04/62 – Southam Art Club Exhibition and coffee morning

Website/Communications – In Cllr Torrington’s absence, Cllr Lennion confirmed that Cllr Fish had agreed to support Cllr Torrington with website updates and mailings when he is unavailable.
6. Annual Parish Meeting
Cllr Lennon confirmed that the Annual Parish meeting had been deferred until May to enable the Clerk to the Cleeve Common Trust to attend and give a presentation on the work undertaken by the Trust and to talk about volunteering opportunities.  This meeting will commence at 7:00 pm om 12th May 2026 followed by the SPC AGM.
7. Other Matters
a) Safety Concerns re the cycleway and access to Car Boot sale field on Racecourse land.
Cllr Agg confIrmed that the licensing application has been submitted to Cheltenham Borough Council (26/00467/CLPUD). The current Application impacts on the users of the Cycle Path.  Cllr Adcock who was raising his comments/ concerns as a user of the cycle path advising that there are potential issues regarding the road markings on the cycle path which may require modification. 

Cllr Adcock explained that the gate is right on the ascent and decent on Racecourse section of the cycleway. There are no hatched lines at the junction. Cllr Agg confirmed that Highways are in the process of clarifying the line markings that should be on the cycleway. Once confirmed a Traffic Regulation Order will have to be issued for any alterations/ remedial works required. The current proposals will layout results in traffic delays due vehicles having to stop for cyclists and pedestrians on cycleway and vehicles queuing. If the number of events increase to in excess of 14 occasions per annum a full planning application will need to be submitted. Cllr Agg confirmed that the current Licensing Application is for 14 days/occasions initially.  The deadline for commenting on the application had been 7th April 2026 and she had been unable to get any further information from the Racecourse before this deadline and was still waiting for a response from them at the time of the meeting.

b) Noverton View Landscaping balancing pond adopted by TBC on 2nd April 2026 and Cllr Fish to liaise with TBC regarding H&S, improvement works and biodiversity (intent, process and cost) 
Cllr Fish confirmed that she is liaising with TBC via Adrian Clements re Health and Safety and landscaping improvements, Adam Spokes and Christopher Atkinson re biodiversity improvements. Cllr Adcock also suggested that Cllr Fish contact Megan Adamou at Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust regarding their scheme to bring wildlife into people’s gardens.  Cllr Adcock to supply Cllr Fish with her contact details.

c) SPC Policies to be reviewed and approved at SPC meeting 9th June 2026.

d) Grass cutting update  - Verges + small areas + GCC Contribution

Cllr Prince confirmed that Ken Preece and Vince Larcombe have submitted updated costs for verge cutting and other smaller areas. SPC is currently waiting for information regarding the contribution from GCC if SPC undertakes the cutting of verges on their behalf.  Cllr Prince also confirmed that they are looking to add in cutting of grass to war memorial and the area of grass on the corner of Ratcliff Lawns from Southam Lane and have asked Vince Larcombe to do this as well.

e) Newsletter update 
Cllr Lennon confirmed that himself, Cllr Prince, Anita Wilcox, Bill Motion and himself enjoyed afternoon tea with Edna Smith to celebrate her service and well deserved retirement as voluntary editor of the Southam Newsletter.
Cllr Lennon confirmed Bill Motion is currently waiting to receive updates regarding the advertisers going forward at the new revised advertising rates.  Once he has confirmed details Liz Dowie will submit invoices to them.  Cllr Lennon clarified that SPC are increasing the advertising charges as they have not been increased for many years, they were currently low in comparison to charges made by other parishes to make them more and to take into account the wider audience available to them via the website.

f) Training – including devolution guidance
Cllr Lennon outlined that as the devolution process was at an early stage, future obligations cannot be defined for parish councils but at this early stage it may be helpful for 1 or 2 councillors to attend GALC (GAPTC) training course. Cllr Agg advised that Council should know of Government’s decision regarding structure of devolved Unitary Councils and whether the Mayoral Authority will be either Gloucestershire and Bristol or Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire.

g) Clerks Replacement Laptop
Cllr Prince confirmed that the laptop had been ordered within the agreed budgetary allowance.

Additional Licence Application 

Cllr Agg commented on the current Licence Application (26/00408/PRMA) for 3 Festivals at the Racecourse on 10th, 11th and 12th July 2026.  This has only just come to the attention of SPC with a comments deadline is for of 16th April /2026. Cllr Agg confirmed that Cheltenham Borough Licensing Department had advised that some information isn’t available due to GDPR.  There are 3 separate Festival events organised by Nationwide Festivals

Friday 10th July- Country and Western Festival – 4pm-10pm
Saturday 11th July – Skyglow Ballon Festival – 12pm – 8pm
Sunday 12th July – Family Festival 12pm-10pm

Cheltenham Borough Council will not defer the deadline for comments date.
 
Cllr Lennon confirmed that he will respond to a member of the community who has raised concerns regarding the Festival/events.

Cllr Lennon advised that details of their proposed noise levels and who their noise consultants are, together with CBC and TBC’s noise monitoring proposals should be requested. Cllr Lennon pointed out that with further music events in addition to the approved Wychwood Festival, different noise criteria should apply in accordance with the Code of Practice (the “Pop Code”) 

Cllr Lennon recommended that the Racecourse should be advised of the potential noise nuisance as they are renting out the space land. The Racecourse needs to be mindful of the impact of their greater commercialisation of the site on the residential areas close to them.

8. To receive and request reports from the County/Borough Councillors
Reports received prior to the meeting are appended to the minutes. 

County Council  - Cllr Agg confirmed that GCC Highways had refused SPC’s request for a sign at bottom of Gravel Walk close to Southam Lane advising unsuitable for long vehicles. 

Cllr Agg confirmed she reported sewage smell in Gravel Walk.  GCC Highways had confirmed it was not surface water drainage them and to refer the matter to Severn Trent who had investigated but no cause had been found.  Resident had reported it to Severn Trent as it was sewage smell coming through kitchen drain and the smell is still on going.

District Council – Cllr Adcock provided an update regarding the pylon situation. He confirmed that Ofgem are not minded to follow this through.  The Cotswold National Landscape is disappointed that it’s unlikely to go forward.  The works were proposed to bury 7 km of cabling.  Consideration also needs to be given to the ecological impact of the construction traffic entering and leaving the site and the new larger cables having a greater carbon footprint than the existing ones.  

Cllr Adcock agreed to raise concerns regarding two potential unauthorised uses of land in Southam parishwith Tewkesbury Borough Council.



9. Adjournment for public participation on items on the agenda (if about another subject residents should write to the clerk (clerk@southam-pc.gov.uk)

No comments were raised.
  
10.  Planning Matters

Consultations

26/00150/FUL – Green Orchard, Kayte Lane, Southam, Cheltenham, GL52 3PD – Variation Condition 4 (personal occupancy) of planning approval 23/00757/FUL for the change of land use to a residential caravan site for an extended gypsy/ traveller family to vary the condition to limit occupancy to persons of a nomadic habit of life - Deadline 9th April /2026  - SPC filed an objection based on the rationale for the Planning Inspector granting personal permission. Cllr Agg said a member of the public had expressed concerns with her regarding the potential further encroachment from the site on land to the north adjacent to the railway line. Cllr Agg would raise this with Tewkesbury Borough Council.

Cllr Agg confirmed that regarding the issue of unmet need, Tewkesbury Borough Council  are looking into increasing capacity at other existing sites including the fairground site at Oxenton and land the other side of Stoke Orchard. There are additional discussions with the Diocese of Gloucester to ascertain if there is any alternative land available.


26/00190/FUL – 66 Ratcliff Lawns, Southam, Cheltenham, GL52 3NT -  Part Garage Conversion – Deadline 9th April 2026 - Minimal alterations - No objection.

26/00210/FUL-   Cranbrook, Haymes Road, Cleeve Hill, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 3QH – Double storey side extension with internal and external alterations – Deadline 14th April 2026 – Objection to an extension of the scale proposed and it is against advice provided at pre-planning stage.

Decision Notices

26/00039/PDAD – Cuckoo Farm, Southam Lane, Cheltenham GL52 3PE – Prior Approval (Class Q Agricultural Barn Conversion to provide 4 X Residential Dwellings – PRIOR APPROVAL APPROVED.
 
25/00432/FUL – Green Orchard, Kayte Lane, Southam Cheltenham, GL52 3PD - Erection of replacement dayroom building (Retrospective) – PERMIT.

11. Finance & Governance

1) To approve and sign off the bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2026. The Current Account balance at the end of March was £6,352.22 - Approved.

2) To approve the Budget vs Spend report as at 31st March 2026 – Approved.

3) To approve Annual Accounts as at 31st March 2026 – Approved.

4) To ratify payments since last meeting. Payments are Approved as follows:



	Date
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Power to Spend

	23/03/26
	Washington Printing (January invoice not received)
	£140.00
	0
	£140.00
	LGA 1972 s142

	23/03/26
	S Lennon  
(John Lewis)
	£25.00
	0
	£25.00
	LGA 1972 s137

	30/03/26
	Washington Printing (March invoice)
	£90.00
	0
	£90.00
	LGA 1972 s142

	31/03/26
	S Lennon (Ellenborough Park)
	£176.18
	0
	£176.18
	LGA 1972 s137



5) To review payments for April 2026 – Approved.


	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Power to Spend

	Starboard Systems Limited (Scribe set up)
	£229.00
	£45.80
	£274.80
	LGA 1972 s111

	Starboard Systems Limited (Scribe  monthly fee)
	£28.00
	£5.60
	£33.60
	LGA 1972 s111

	Glos Association of Local Councils (GALC)
	£350.00
	0
	£350.00
	LGA 1972 s111

	John Lewis Reimburse to Rebecca Prince for new laptop
	£370.81
	£74.17
	£444.98
	LGA 1972 s111

	Zurich Insurance
	£538.53
	0
	£538.53
	LGA 1972 s111

	Total
	£1516.34
	125.57
	£1641.91
	



6) To review and approve the new Data Protection Policy – Approved.
12. Parish/CIL Survey – Feedback from responses had been summarised by Cllr Torrington. Cllr Sissons had annotated which items should be considered for CIL and which fell under other authorities e.g.  Highways.
Cllr Prince to look for hall availability and check Councillor availability to arrange a meeting to consider further. 
Cllr Sissons advised that Cleeve Ramblers had contacted her regarding a bequest of £280 which they had suggested may be put towards a local project. Cllr Sissons had mentioned that a CIL survey suggestion of a bench for the Noverton estate. Cleeve Ramblers will revert in due course.
13. Dates of Next Meetings
12th May 2026 at 7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting followed by SPC Annual General Meeting.


District Councillor’s Update – April 2026
This has been a quieter month, partly due to the Easter holidays, although a number of meetings and activities have continued.
Nigel met with the District Council’s Ecology Officer and took him on a walk around Woodmancote. This visit forms part of the preparatory work for revisiting and updating the village Biodiversity Action Plan, helping to identify current priorities for habitat protection and enhancement.
In their roles as CNL representatives, Nigel and Cheryl attended a forum on housing need in the Cotswolds. The discussion focused on current pressures on housing supply across the district and the challenges of balancing local need with planning and environmental constraints.
The Climate Change and Ecology Working Group met and received updates on current projects and work in progress, continuing its oversight of initiatives relating to sustainability, biodiversity, and environmental improvement.
Nigel also attended his first meeting of the Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Working Group at Shire Hall. This group brings together representatives from across the county to discuss key health and wellbeing issues and opportunities for partnership working.
Both Nigel and Cheryl attended the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the meeting of Full Council.
 Items discussed at Full Council included a report on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), with consideration of future governance options including potential alignment with the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) or with counties to the north of Gloucestershire. Councillors also received a report on clean air and measures being taken to improve air quality across the district.
Gloucestershire County Councillor Update - April 2026 Update 
LGR
We have worked with the districts to formalise a joint programme to prepare for Government decisions on reorganisation.
A shared pooled budget will fund the preparatory work, with GCC contributing 55% and districts sharing the remainder.
Numerous workstreams, covering people, digital, governance, property and more, will help ensure the county is ready regardless of which structural option Government ultimately selects this summer. 

Foundation Strategic Authority
At Cabinet this month we responded to the Government invitation to express interest in forming a Foundation Strategic Authority. This proposal aims to address a growing “devolution deficit” that risks leaving Gloucestershire with reduced influence and more uncertain access to funding streams.
We would like to Gloucestershire to form its own strategic authority initially, with a view to join the West of England Combined Authority (WECA). Gloucestershire’s strongest labour market and sectoral economic links run south into the WECA area. It has the strongest score across all assessment criteria including – 
· Economic alignment
· Strategic fit
· Cultural links
· Deliverability
· Existing partnerships

Community 20s and Safer Roads
We brought a report to Cabinet that lays out planned 20mph zones and speed‑limit reductions across the county for the next four years.
[image: ]It uses evidence‑based prioritisation focusing on casualties, deprivation and active travel. And involves extensive community engagement and streamlined TRO processes.
This is what we were voted in on, and we are incredibly excited to be moving forward with a formal implementation process. 
Further details on planned zones can be found in the cabinet paper - https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/g12174/Public%20reports%20pack%20Wednesday%2018-Mar-2026%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10 

New Bus Map
We are incredibly happy to launch our countywide bus map. 
This allows residents and visitors to see, at a glance, where the main bus routes go, where rail stations are located, and how services connect — making it much easier to plan journeys.
The map is available to download and print in full colour. It also includes a QR code linking to TravelineSW.
View the bus map here - https://gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/county-bus-network-maps/ 

Highways update 
Our Peer Review action planning day was held on 26th March with an action plan to follow.
The Member Influence Process is being developed, with a Highways Local Cabinet Panel being held on 1st April.
As recognised in the budget papers, it’s important that we have a strategic approach to maintenance and apply a needs-led priority to the majority of work being undertaken to ensure both a reasonable spread across the county and that our asset condition does not deteriorate faster than it should.
Major Projects Update
· A435 Cycle Link – Works completed ahead of Gold Cup Festival w/c 9th March – minor snagging now being concluded.
· Forest Road, Lydney – Geotechnical stabilisation works underway and progressing well.
· Black Dog Way/London Road Cycle Link – Works progressing well despite city centre site location.
Resurfacing 
· 55 roads to be resurfaced this spring alone as part of our 'Fix our Roads’ campaign, 8 of which are within our division. 
· Visit here for more information and to see which roads are planned for resurfacing - https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/resurfacing/ 

Commercial Strategy
At this months Cabinet meeting we passed our Commercial Strategy. This overhauls GCC’s commercial operations, procurement and income generation to ensure we are acting as efficiently as possible.
We are working hard to transform the way this council works and ensure we are getting the most out of each and every pound spent.

New £20m Cheltenham special school approved by planning committee
Our planning committee approved plans on 19 March, marking a significant milestone in delivering a new ‘all‑through’ school for pupils aged 4–16 with Complex Learning Difficulties (CLD)
The school will be built on land owned by the county council to the west of Alstone Croft, accessed via Arle Road.
Find out more here - https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-march-2026/new-20m-cheltenham-special-school-given-the-green-light/ 
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